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SALUTATIONS: 

1. Members of the Diplomatic Corps

2. Ms. Rodelle Phillips-Simmons Communications Manager, Ministry of Community 
Development Culture & the Arts (on behalf of Minister)

3. Ms. Marina Salandy-Brown, Festival Founder and Director, NGC Bocas Lit Fest.

4. Ms. Rani Lakhan-Narace, President of the Bocas Lit Fest Board of Directors 
and fellow directors.

5. Ms. Helen Johnson, Director, Heritage Library, The National Library (NALIS)

6. Mr. Jason Julien - Deputy CEO, Business Generation, First Citizens 

7. Mr. Gregory Camejo, Group Executive, Corporate Services, One Caribbean Media 
Ltd.

8. My NGC Colleagues

9. Specially-invited guests

10. Members of the media

Good morning. 

It’s hard to believe we are three months deep into 2019 and that it’s Bocas time again, but 

here  we are,  preparing  once  more  to  celebrate  the  best  in  Caribbean  literature  at  the 

region’s premier literary festival.   



It is NGC’s great pleasure to stand with the Bocas team as title sponsors, to launch, the 

series of panel discussions, workshops, poetry readings, book launches, seminars and prize 

giving events, that comprise the festival each year. For us, the NGC Bocas Lit Fest remains a 

flagship investment under our Corporate Social Responsibility portfolio, through which we 

can effect meaningful change in the realm of Arts and Culture and help raise the standard of 

national literacy.   

True to form, this year’s festival promises to entertain, to interrogate and to enlighten, with 

an extremely relevant theme –  Border Crossings.  Across the Gulf,  Venezuela is roiled by 

economic and political crisis, forcing tens of thousands to literally cross borders in search of 

stability. To adapt to the wave of immigration, we in Trinidad and Tobago must in turn cross 

a linguistic and cultural divide. In a more figurative sense,  Border Crossings speaks to 

defying social barriers against us, be they ascribed gender roles, that restrict our freedom of 

expression, or perhaps ethnic prejudice, that interferes with our relationships. Inasmuch as 

borders limit and confine, this theme brings to mind an attitude of resistance, and accession 

to voice. It is therefore quite appropriate that ‘New Voices’  is a secondary theme of the 

festival. 

Even for us at NGC, both themes have resonance, as we embark on a bold new business 

model that will take us beyond Trinidad and Tobago. We are seeking voice in new markets, 

and presence in new territories, brokering business partnerships in the Americas, Africa and 

Asia. At the heart of this push to internationalize our footprint, is a desire, to do even better 

by our country.  We are crossing borders to build our profitability and national  economic 

security. 

Of course, the NGC Bocas Lit Fest is also crossing borders, and taking regional literature with 

it. Since its inception, Bocas has turned the page for scores of regional writers, poets and 

dramatists whose work needed an outlet and platform. Today, thanks in great measure to 

the work of the Bocas team, Caribbean stories are being shared at international book fairs 

and literary festivals. Beyond that, Bocas is actually stimulating cultural tourism by drawing 

literary enthusiasts to our shores every April into May.   You will recall that Penguin Random 

House: The Writer’s Academy named Bocas one of the top 20 literary festivals of the world 

in 2017, which has no doubt fanned the interest around this event.  



Friends, if in two short minutes one can unpack so much meaning from this year’s festival 

theme,  I  can  only  imagine  the  heights  of  discourse  and  rich  storytelling  that  festival 

attendees will be treated to this year.

On that point, I want to express my hope, and indeed that of my company, that more people 

will  turn out in support  of the festival  and join the conversations.  Participation has been 

healthy over the years, but there is so much value in the suite of Bocas events that is not 

being  captured.  In  that  regard,  you  the  media,  in  large  part  the  purveyors  of  our 

messages and invitations to the public,  can help us cast a greater spotlight on the 

festival and its offerings. Your support would be immeasurably beneficial to our cause of 

serving literacy and Caribbean authorship. We invite you to partner with us.

Ladies and gentlemen, the mark of a good investment is consistent growth and bankable 

returns, and this festival has not disappointed. We at NGC are proud of its progress and 

have high hopes for its continued success. I wish the Bocas team every best wish as they 

plan over the coming month to pull together the 2019 festival. We remain steadfast in our 

support and committed to your cause.

Thank you. 


